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Headlines - Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Civil Unions Used to Undermine Marriage

Washington Supreme Court Oral Arguments
Justice: Is there any other relief that we can provide in the context of this case? [other
than striking marriage] . . .

Attorney Paul J. Lawrence arguing for same-sex marriage: [No] . . . The status of
marriage is important too . . . in addition to making the separate is never equal
conclusion . . .

If you are left with a situation where the only distinction is marriage versus civil union.
Marriage is only based then on one conclusion. That is a moral disapproval of same sex
couples. That is the only potential basis that exists to distinguish when you have taken
everything else away.

And, we know on a constitutional and state law basis that moral disapproval alone is
never sufficient under any standard to justify discrimination or classification. So you can't
get to the result of simply saying well we can change the statutes and we solve the
problem. Oral Arguments in Andersen v. King County, No. 75934-1 (Wash. March 8,
2005)(Online Here at Real Player 58:00:00)

California Superior Court Opinion
[Cites Lawrence v. Texas for proposition that moral disapproval alone is not sufficient to
uphold a law] . . . In this context, the existence of marriage like rights without marriage
actually cuts against the existence of a rational government interest for denying
marriage to same-sex couples. California's enactment of rights for same-sex couples
belies any argument that the state would have a legitimate interest in denying marriage
in order to preclude same-sex couples from acquiring some marital right that might be
inappropriate for them to have . . .

Thus, the State's position that California has granted marriage like rights to same-sex
couples points to the conclusion that there is no rational state interest in denying them
the rites of marriage as well. Coordination Proceeding Special Title: Marriage Cases,
No. 4365 at 9 (Cal. Super Ct., March 14, 2005)

Connecticut, Oregon Study Civil Unions
Washington Times, Cheryl Wetzstein, 3.13.2005

The Equality Issue
LA Times, 3.15.2005

Impetus Seen for Constitutional Ban
San Francisco Chronicle, Zachary Coile, 3.15.2005 (Robert Knight and Jan LaRue of
CWA)

[ Back to Top ]

ADF News Clips

Pearl Harbor
Alan Sears talks about the toll of the Massachusetts State Supreme Court decision
legalizing same-sex “marriage” will take on our nation.

[ Back to Top ]

Religious Freedom

Arizona: School Vouchers Fate Up to Governor
East Valley Tribune, 3.15.2005

Attorney: Ban on Bible Study Material for Inmates Defies Logic and Law
Agape Press, Allie Martin, 3.14.2005 (Brad Dacus of Pacific Justice Institute)

Broadcasters Called on to Help Problem Gamblers
Family News in Focus, Keith Peters, 3.11.2005

Cross to be Removed from San Diego Mountaintop
AP on First Amendment Center, 3.15.2005

Santorum's Faith Based Initiative
The Hill, Geoff Earle, 3.15.2005

[ Back to Top ]

Sanctity of Life

Florida Legislative Activity to Save Terri Schiavo in High Gear
ACLJ, 3.15.2005
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Florida House and Senate Reach Deal in Effort to Block Terri Schiavo's Death
Orlando Sentinel on ACLJ, Sean Mussenden, 3.15.2005

Colorado: 14-Year-Old Girl Arrested for AllegedlyHelping Father Commit Suicide
AP, 3.15.2005

Presidential Candidates Who Support Abortion Rights Unlikely To Win GOP
Nomination in 2008, Party Strategists Say
Kaiser Network DRHR, 3.15.2005

Body Piercing Measure Removed From Washington House Calendar Due to
Concerns About Abortion-Rights Consequences
Kaiser Network DRHR, 3.15.2005

W.Va. House Committee Defeats Fetal Homicide Bill Amendment That Would Have
Extended Legal Rights to Viable Fetuses Only
Kaiser Network DRHR, 3.15.2005

Wisconsin Family Planning Program Saved State $3.3M by Preventing Unplanned
Pregnancies, Health Department Says
Kaiser Network DRHR, 3.3.2005

Kansas AG's Attempts to Access Medical Records May Raise Privacy Issues for
Women Seeking Abortions Nationwide
Kaiser Network DRHR, 3.15.2005

Terri Schiavo's Bill Clears Florida House Committees, House Votes Thursday
Life News, Steven Ertelt, 3.15.2005

Florida Agency Appeals Terri Schiavo Abuse Investigation Decision
Life News, Steven Ertelt, 3.15.2005

Indiana Launches Abortion-Sexual Abuse Investigation, Faces Roadblocks
Life News, Steven Ertelt, 3.14.2005

Michigan Abortion Ban Put on Hold While Challenge Proceeds
Planned Parenthood, 3.14.2005

Deformed Baby to be Taken Off Life Support: 5-Month-Old on Ventilator Since
Being Born with Fatal Disorder
WorldNetDaily,

[ Back to Top ]

Family Values

Edward Wedelstedt, Others Indicted on Obscenity, Rackateering and Tax Charges
DOJ, 3.14.2005

No Fault Divorce: The End of Marriage?
Breakpoint, Albert Mohler, 3.14.2005

Rewritten Bible Banishes Saints
Telegraph, Jonathan Petre, 3.15.2005

NY: Sex-Related Shops Are Making a Comeback in Times Square
NY Times, Nicholas Confessore, 3.15.2005

Pro-Family Leaders Gather in Support of the Natural Family
The Howard Center For Family, Religion and Society on U.S. Newswire, 3.15.2005

[ Back to Top ]

GLBT

Links to Numerous Articles on California Marriage Ruling
How Appealing, Howard Bashman, 3.15.2005

More Articles
Articles Quoting ADF Attorneys

Calif.'s 'Gay-Marriage' Ban Tossed Out
USA Today, Charisse Jones, 3.14.2005 (Robert Tyler of ADF)

No Rational Purpose
San Francisco Chronicle Editorial, 3.15.2005

Judge is Catholic and Republican -- 'a brilliant guy'
San Francisco Chronicle, Stacy Finz, Jaxon Van Derbeken, 3.15.2005

'Activistcourt' Ruled Predictably, But Fight Far From Over
San Francisco Chronicle, Joe Garafoli, 3.15.2005 (Lou Sheldon on Traditional Values
Coalition)

Calif. Ruling Sets Up 'Gay' Marriage Fight
AP on East Valley Tribune, Lisa Leff, 3.15.2005

Washington State Considers Sexual Orientation, Cloning Bills
Family News in Focus, Sonja Swiatkiewicz, 3.14.2005

Judge In SF Gay Marriage Ruling No 'Liberal ActivistJudge'
AP on 365Gay.com, David Kravets, 3.15.2005

Indiana Marriage Amendment Advances
365Gay.com, 3.14.2005

Virginia: 'Gay Pride' Event Threatens Baptist University's Funding
365Gay.com, 3.14.2005

ERLC Institute Opposes ‘Gay Marriage,’ Urges Caring Ministry
Baptist Press, 3.11.2005
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Aberrant San Francisco Judge Strikes Marriage Law
FRC, 3.14.2005

GLAD Applauds California Marriage Ruling
3.15.2005

HRC Praises Marriage Decision in California
3.14.2005

California State Court Says Same-Sex Couples Must Be Allowed To Marry;
Lambda Legal Says Ruling Is ‘Powerful, Historic and Legally Solid’
3.14.2005

California Judge Voids Ban on Gay Marriage
NY Times, Dean E. Murphy, 3.15.2005 (Glen Lavy of ADF, Mat Staver of Liberty
Counsel)

NOW Celebrates California's Equal Marriage Victory
3.15.2005

CWA Says California Judge Tossed Rationality Out the Window on ‘Gay Marriage’
Ruling
CWA, 3.14.2005

It's Time for Judges to Reconnect With Reality on Marriage
Howard Center for Family, Religion and Society on U.S. Newswire, 3.15.2005

[ Back to Top ]

Judicial News

Scalia Slams Juvenile Death Penalty Ruling
AP on the State, Hope Yen, 3.14.2005

GOP Sees Momentum in Ending Judicial Filibusters
Boston Globe, Charlie Savage, 3.15.2005

Scalia Showing His Softer Side: Justice Moves Into Public Eye With Possible
Sights Set on Chief Job
Washington Post, Dana Milbank, 3.15.2005

Electing U.S. Supreme Court Justices Would be the Wrong Solution to a Real
Problem
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 3.14.2005

Scalia Slams 'Living Constitution' Theory
Newsmax, 3.15.2005

[ Back to Top ]

Miscellaneous

Evangelicals and Catholics as Conservative Alliance
Christianity Today, J.I. Packer, 3.2005

[ Back to Top ]

International

Push China on Human-Rights Issues, Italian Leader Says
CWNews, 3.15.2005

‘Pimps and Panderers’ Handout Turns Tide on UN Prostitution Resolution
CWA Audio, 3.14.2005

UK Cardinal Says Reject Labour Party over Abortion Support
Lifesite, 3.15.2005
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This publication is a resource of the Alliance Defense Fund.TM It reports information relevant to ADF's
mission. Content reported herein should not be construed as ADF approval or disapproval of the
material in question. Many reported materials are created by groups that oppose ADF's mission. Some
content may not be appropriate for all audiences. If you want to be removed from the list or change your
subscription preferences, please click the link at the bottom of this page. Special thanks is due to the
Marriage Law Project and the Center for Arizona Policy. Both regularly contribute research to help make
this Alert possible.
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